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PAINFULLY ILLUMINATING
"As you are now making a tour over many of the towns
and rural areas of Bengal, I avail myself of the opportunity to
draw your kind notice to a very dark side of the Bengal social
life with the fervent hope that a word of advice and an appeal
from you will have a great salutary effect. I have not the slightest
desire to cast aspersions on any particular community, caste or
sect. My only intention is to draw your kind attention to the
actual state of things now prevalent in Bengal.
"I believe your attention has been certainly drawn to the
amazing number of abduction cases now happening every day
in Bengal. These moral eruptions are an unmistakable indication
that there is something wrong in the inner working of our social
life.
"Prevalence of prostitution and corruption in some of the
Bengal districts is simply amazing. In most of the districts of
Western Bengal and in many of the jute areas of Northern and
Eastern Bengal brothels are considered to be a necessary part
of even a village bazar. One can easily guess the condition that
obtains in big marts or as they are called 'bundars'. During
the busy season most of the important jute markets have their
prostitute quarters augmented by floating brothels! Numerous
prostitutes infest these places and ply on their infernal trade In
boats which remain moored alongside the market. In many parts
of Western Bengal almost all fairs are infested with these un-
happy women. They erect temporary sheds on the Mela grounds
and cater for the people who visit the Mela. In some of the
districts quite a number of prostitutes are found settled round a
zamindar's house or his butchery. For they are generally patro-
nized by the zamindar and his officers. Districts of Mymensingh,
Pubna and Rajshahi are particularly notorious in this respect.
As is naturally to be expected cases of abduction and molestation
of women occur in the largest number in these districts. Bengal
has nearly 4 lakhs of Vaishnava or Bairagi population (exact
number male 174,497, female 203,610). Most of these people live
by begging and singing. In short, the Bengali people spend more
than 3 crores of rupees a year for the maintenance of these
parasites. What is most unfortunate is that this Vaishnava com-
munity is regarded as a waste paper basket of Hindu society.
A majority of the abduction cases are in connection with Vaish-
nava women. Under the garb of religion these unfortunate people
lead a most sordid and corrupt life. I only ask you to make
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